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EDUCATION, FAMILY AND SENIORS

You can choose to answer one or more of the questions asked. You can answer directly in the questionnaire and use as many pages as you need.

Once the questionnaire is completed, please send it in Word format to the following address plp4@mtess.gouv.qc.ca.

We also invite you to consider some elements during your reflection:
· The goals and directions of the Act to combat poverty and social exclusion.
· The realities experienced by women and men or by overrepresented groups in the population living in poverty and social exclusion, namely ADS+.
· The egalitarian, sustainable and health-promoting nature of the proposals.
· The different levels of intervention: local, regional and national.
· Knowledge development (research, statistics and evaluation).
· The cross-sectoral approach in defining problems and finding solutions.

We thank you for your cooperation.

Your opinion matters.





Identify the organization or municipality you represent.*























* Identification of citizens who wish to complete the questionnaires is not required.


Education and training
Education plays a fundamental role in preventing and fighting poverty and social exclusion. Contributing to the training of responsible citizens, education allows the acquisition of various skills as well as the development and knowledge of oneself and others. It is a protective factor that can greatly facilitate social integration and access to the labour market. Conversely, low literacy or lack of education can hinder or even compromise the use of and participation in certain services. Education breaks the intergenerational cycle of poverty.
People with a postsecondary degree generally have higher incomes, more stable jobs, better health, and greater social involvement than people with lower levels of education.[endnoteRef:2] That said, despite significant progress, the graduation rate in Québec’s public schools could be further improved.[endnoteRef:3]  [2: 1. MINISTÈRE DE L’ENSEIGNEMENT SUPÉRIEUR. Plan d’action pour la réussite en enseignement supérieur 2021-2026, Gouvernement du Québec, [online], 2021, p. 29.
[https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/min/education/publications-adm/enseignement-superieur/plan-action_reussite-ens-sup.pdf].  ]  [3: 2. HOMSY, Mia and Simon SAVARD. “Décrochage scolaire au Québec : dix ans de surplace, malgré les efforts de financement,” Institut du Québec, Montréal, [online], 2018, 49 pp. [https://institutduquebec.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/201804-IDQ-Decrochage-scolaire-au-Quebec_IDQ_BR-002.pdf].] 

In the current context of labour scarcity, the attractiveness of the labour market also represents a risk of dropping out for those who choose to abandon their studies in favour of paid employment. These observations remind us of the importance of valuing the various training paths, whether professional, college or university.[endnoteRef:4] [4:  3. SECRÉTARIAT À LA JEUNESSE. “Plan d’action jeunesse 2021-2024, Education : Pourquoi l’éducation est-elle une priorité jeunesse ? ” [online]. [https://www.jeunes.gouv.qc.ca/plan-action/education/index.asp#contenuAxes] (Accessed March 03, 2023).] 


Some statistics
· The high school dropout rate (i.e., leaving without a diploma or qualification) for students from disadvantaged backgrounds is higher (19.7% in 2019‑2020) than that of all students in Québec (13.5% in 2019-2020)[endnoteRef:5].  [5: 4. MINISTÈRE DE L’ÉDUCATION. Taux de sorties sans diplôme ni qualification parmi les sortants au secondaire, Gouvernement du Québec, [online].
[http://www.education.gouv.qc.ca/references/indicateurs-et-statistiques/indicateurs/taux-de-sorties-sans-diplome-ni-qualification-parmi-les-sortants-au-secondaire/] (Accessed March 18, 2023). ] 

· In Canada, it is estimated that between 20% and 35% of children are vulnerable at the time they enter school, whether physically, cognitively or socio-emotionally. Among children living in some of Montreal’s poorest neighbourhoods, this proportion could exceed 40%.[endnoteRef:6] [6: 5. DESROSIERS, Hélène and Karine TÉTREAULT. “Caractéristiques démographiques, socioéconomiques et résidentielles des enfants vulnérables à l’école,” Institut de la Statistique du Québec (ISQ), No. 14, [Online], May 2012, p. 11. [https://statistique.quebec.ca/fr/fichier/no-14-caracteristiques-demographiques-socioeconomiques-et-residentielles-des-enfants-vulnerables-a-lentree-a-lecole.pdf]. ] 

· In 2018, 11.8% of the Québec population aged 25 to 64 did not have a high school diploma, a proportion that reached 24.6% among low-income individuals.[endnoteRef:7]
 [7: 6. STATISTICS CANADA. Table 37-10-0130-01- Educational attainment of the population aged 25 to 64, by age group and sex, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), Canada, provinces and territories, compiled by the Direction de la recherche du ministère de l’Emploi, Ministère de l’Emploi et de la Solidarité sociale, [online]. [https://doi.org/10.25318/3710013001-eng] (Accessed March 3, 2023). ] 


QUESTIONS RELATING TO EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

Question 1
In your opinion, what are the difficulties experienced by people living in poverty and social exclusion in relation to education and training?


Question 2
What are the courses of action or solutions related to education and training that could improve the living conditions of people living in poverty and social exclusion? 


Question 3
What other points could you make in connection with education and training as it relates to supporting people living in poverty and social exclusion?


Question 4
[bookmark: _Hlk132178163]Have you found or do you think that certain groups in the population living in poverty and social exclusion are more affected than other groups in the same situation and face greater barriers to education and training?  




Family and Seniors
The development of families and the full potential of children are at the heart of Québec’s family policy. Various measures have been put in place to support families: early childhood centres, subsidized childcare services, Family Allowance, the Québec Parental Insurance Plan, and the tax credit for caregivers are some examples.[endnoteRef:8] These measures are aimed at preventing poverty and social exclusion for future generations. [8: 7. GOUVERNEMENT DU QUÉBEC. Actions pour nos familles. [online]. [Actions pour nos familles | Gouvernement du Québec (quebec.ca)] (Accessed March 2, 2023). ] 


Providing support tailored to the needs of families and children can have a beneficial impact on children’s overall development and ability to learn. For example, spaces in childcare services for children aged 0 to 5 provide support to parents, but also facilitate children’s preparation for learning and socialization.

Poverty and social exclusion affect families in different ways. The more adverse conditions families experience, the more likely they are to become marginalized and isolated and to move away from the labour market.[endnoteRef:9] [9: 8. ADES, Josefina. “Pauvreté et monoparentalité : le Québec dans une perspective comparative,” 2017, [online]. [http://www.orfq.inrs.ca/pauvrete-et-monoparentalite-le-quebec-dans-une-perspective-comparative] (Accessed March 02, 2023).] 


The family is also essential to the development and social participation of seniors, especially as they increasingly live alone.[endnoteRef:10] After age 65, the living conditions of seniors and their needs change, including home support, housing adaptations, access to health care and medication, income support and job retention.[endnoteRef:11] For many seniors, especially those who have been unable to prepare for retirement due to insufficient income or limited labour force participation, government benefits, such as Old Age Security and the Guaranteed Income Supplement, become their primary sources of income.[endnoteRef:12] [10: 9. BINETTE CHARBONNEAU, Anne (2018). “Combien de personnes vivent seules au Québec en 2016?” Données sociodémographiques en bref, Québec, Institut de la statistique du Québec, vol. 22, no. 2, February 2018, 16 pp. [online], [https://statistique.quebec.ca/fr/fichier/combien-de-personnes-vivent-seules-au-quebec-en-2016.pdf] (Accessed March 21, 2023).  ]  [11: 10. FÉDÉRATION DE L’ÂGE D’OR DU QUÉBEC. Des enjeux connus, des moyens à prendre, Brief presented by the FADOQ network as part of the public consultation on the living conditions of seniors, [online], September 2007, 42 p. 
[https://www.fadoq.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/2007_consultation_publique_-conditions_vie.pdf ].]  [12: 11. CENTRE D’ÉTUDE SUR LA PAUVRETÉ ET L’EXCLUSION. La pauvreté des personnes de 55 ans et plus au Québec : du travail à la retraite, research note, Guy Fréchet and Quynh-Van Tran, [online], 78 p. [https://www.mtess.gouv.qc.ca/publications/pdf/CEPE_pauvrete-55ans-quebec.pdf].] 


Some statistics 
· In 2017, more than 1 in 4 children (27.7%) were vulnerable in at least one of five developmental domains (social skills, physical health and well-being, emotional maturity, cognitive and language development, communication skills, and knowledge).[endnoteRef:13] This represents nearly 23,790 kindergarten children.  [13: 12. INSTITUT DE LA STATISTIQUE DU QUÉBEC. Enquête québécoise sur le développement des enfants à la maternelle 2017 : portrait statistique pour le Québec et ses régions administratives, Gouvernement du Québec, October 2018, [online], p. 46. [https://statistique.quebec.ca/fr/fichier/enquete-quebecoise-sur-le-developpement-des-enfants-a-la-maternelle-2017-portrait-statistique-pour-le-quebec-et-ses-regions-administratives.pdf].] 

· In 2021, approximately 72% of preschoolers regularly attend childcare service. Of these, 35% attend a CPE, 20% attend an unsubsidized daycare, 18% attend a subsidized family daycare and 16% attend a subsidized daycare centre.[endnoteRef:14]  [14: 13. Ibid. ] 

· In 2020, according to the Market Basket Measure, the low-income rate for people over 65 living alone was 5.4% (11.4% in 2019), with 4.8% (10% in 2019) for men and 5.7% (12.3% in 2019) for women.[endnoteRef:15]  [15: 14. STATISTICS CANADA. Table 11-10-0136-01, Low income statistics by economic family type.
https://doi.org/10.25318/1110013601-eng (Accessed on April 2, 2023).] 

· In 2020, the low-income rate according to the after-tax low-income measure for people 65 and older is 13.3 percent (9.6 percent for men and 16.6 percent for women),[endnoteRef:16] compared to 8.2 percent for people 16 and older (7.4 percent for men and 9.4 percent for women). [16: 15. STATISTICS CANADA. Canadian Income Survey, Master files adapted by the Institut de la statistique du Québec, Vitrine statistique sur le vieillissement de la population, [online],[https://statistique.quebec.ca/docs-ken/vitrine/vieillissement/index.html?theme=revenu&tab=3]. ] 

· Finally, still using the after-tax low-income measure, more than one third of people aged 65 and over living alone (34.6%) will experience low income in 2020 (28.6% for men and 37.9% for women).[endnoteRef:17] [17: 16. STATISTICS CANADA. Survey of Consumer Finances (1996-1997), Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics (1996-2011, data revised between 2006 and 2011 to facilitate comparisons with the period beginning in 2012) and Canadian Income Surveye (2012-2020), master files. Adapted by the Institut de la statistique du Québec.
[https://statistique.quebec.ca/fr/document/faible-revenu-menages-et-particuliers/tableau/taux-faible-revenu-mesure-menages-particuliers#tri_type_menage=5&tri_type_revenu=10].] 




QUESTIONS RELATING TO FAMILY AND SENIORS

Question 1
In your opinion, what are the difficulties experienced by families and seniors living in poverty and social exclusion? 


Question 2
What are the courses of action or solutions that could improve the disposable income and living conditions of families and seniors living in poverty and social exclusion? 


Question 3
What other comments could you make related to families and seniors living in poverty?


Question 4
Have you found or do you think that some families or seniors living in poverty and social exclusion are more affected than others in the same situation and that they face greater barriers?



Appendices

Examples of government strategies and action plans
associated with the theme of education, family and seniors

· Plan d’action jeunesse 2021-2024 
· Action Plan for Success in Higher Education 2021-2026 
· Policy on Educational Success
· Grand chantier pour les familles. Plan d’action pour compléter le réseau des services de garde éducatifs à l’enfance 
· Un Québec pour tous les âges : le Plan d’action 2018-2023 
· Plan d’action gouvernemental pour les personnes proches aidantes 2021-2026 
· Plan d’action gouvernemental pour l’inclusion économique et la participation sociale 2017-2023
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